Think Fast!

BY WENDY NASON

The Davidson Academy nurtures our nation’s brightest minds

he Davidson Academy

is a free public school

for profoundly gifted

students. The stu dents

score in the 9%th per-
centile on standardized tests, but
there’s one question they cam'’t
ANEWELT Wl‘l:l ﬂl"ﬂdE‘ are ':'-"L".'I in:
At the Davidson Academy, grade
fevels don' exist.

According to founders Jan
and Bob Davidson, matching a
student’s education with his or
her abilities is more important
than being in a certain grade. The
Davidsons say profoundly gifted
students (children with an [0}
over 145) are the most likely o
fall through the cracks; they are
the ones experiencing the great-
est gap between their potential
and the curriculum Lhc‘j" are pro-
vided by our nation’s schools.

Nurturing a need
Jan Davidson’s background in
teaching and educational soft-
ware led her and her husband,
Bob, to own a thriving soft-
ware business. Afrer selling
the business, the couple
established the Davidson
Institute for Talenr Devel-
opment (ITD) in order
to support the nation's
mest intelligent children,
The 3-year-old nonprofic
mstitute has several branch-
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Young Scholars (YS) pro-
gram, which prewvides free
advocacy to more than
1,300 pmfuuudi}f gi.fl»ed
children natonwide, ¥§
parents contnuously asked
the Davidsons to open a
school, so they worked with
state lawmakers and Uni-
versity of Mevada, Reno ad-
ministrators to establish the
acaddiy in August 2006.

This fall, the Davidson Academy
has 80 students, nine reachers, sev-
eral extracurricular chibs and one
graduate (she arends UCLA in
the honors program). Bob David-
son says the academy’s high school
diploma guidelines are more rig-
arous than those required by the
state. Students can be amy age, bue
must be able to perform at middle
school level or above,

What
grade are
you in?
At the
Davidson
Academy,
grade
levels
don’t
exist.

Accelerated academics

Each student meets with guid-
ance counselors, teachers and
parents to develop a personal
learning plan to ensure the stu-
dent is challenged. Bob David-
son says, “They're not here to
check off courses as fast as they
can. They're here to learn.”

Bur these students are fast
learners. The academy’s loca-
tion, the second floor of the ren-
ovated Jot Travis Student Union
at UNR, facilitates aceelerared
learning, Students are allowed to
enroll in UMK classes, which are
JUSE & Step AWaY.

Sixl:::cn-yﬂa.r-oir:l Cody Nelan
wasn't sure how UNR students
would react to him. “It's a lot less
nerve-wracking than T thought
it would be.” Now, Naolan is ac-
customed to taking UNE classes.
He's already earned 30 university
credits. What's the rush? There
isn't one, He just enjoys taking
the classes. “The Davidsons have
succeeded in creating a one-of-a-
kind expericnce that I don't think
[ could find anywhere else.”

Banizhing horedom
Thirteen-year-old Claire Evans’
parents moved from Morthern
California so Claire could ar-
tend the academy. Claire’s mom,
Cindy, says Claire wasn’t chal-
lenged, even when she skipped
from first to thied grade. One
teacher assumed Claire was
chronically rired when she put
her head on her desk. Claire
wasn't tred. She was bored,

Claire’s head stays up at the
Davidson Academy. “T have
to pay attencion for the whole
class, otherwise I won't learn,
whereas in elementary school,
I knew what they were teach-
ing, so 1 didn't bother 1o pay
much attention,”

Cody and Claire say they
have developed great friend-
ships at the academy. Cindy says
her daughrer is happy and chal-
lenged. “Isn't that what all par-
ents want for their children?”

For more information, visit
the Davidsons® website at worw.
ditd.org or call 852-3483. @

Wendy Nason iz studying
to be u marriage and fam-
ily therapist.
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